GOVERNMENT FURNISHED MEALS

1. Purpose.  To explain requirements for identifying and reporting Government furnished meals.

2. JTR Guidelines.

a. When a contracting officer contracts for rooms and/or meals for employees traveling on TDY, the total daily amount paid by the Government for the employee’s lodging, meals, and incidental expenses may not exceed the applicable per diem rate authorized.

b. The Proportional Meal Rate (PMR) applies on any day when one or two deductible meals are provided.  A deductible meal is a meal:

i. Made available pursuant to an agreement between a DoD Component or agency and any organization, if the order indicated the facility providing the meal(s) is available.

ii. Included in a registration fee or conference fee ultimately paid by the Government.

iii. Furnished at no cost to the traveler by a school while attending a course of instruction if the meal cost is ultimately paid for by the Government.

iv. Furnished by the Government at no cost to the traveler.

c. The following are not deductible meals:

i. Box lunches (which include such things as C Rations, K Rations, MRE’s) except when Meals-Ready -to-Eat (MRE’s) and/or box lunches are the only method of providing adequate subsistence to travelers.

ii. In-flight meals.

iii. Rations furnished by the Government on military aircraft.

iv. Government meals paid for by the traveler and consumed in a Government mess.

v. Meals furnished on commercial aircraft.

vi. Meals provided by private individuals.

d. Government quarters are available or Government contractor’s lodging facilities are used at an OCONUS location; and no commercial establishments prepare and serve food either at or within a reasonable distance from the TDY station, per diem for full days should be based on the normal costs for food in whatever facilities are available and normally used by travelers at that place.

e. When TDY is a special mission (e.g., deployment to foreign military bases, forest fire details, rescue and 

