Lodging Taxes

1. Purpose.  To explain how to claim reimbursement for lodging taxes and to provide a web site to obtain detailed information.

2. JTR Guidance
a. Separate Reimbursement is authorized for Lodging Taxes when traveling in the United States (U.S.) and US Territories & possessions.

b. Reimbursable lodging (room) taxes is not be included in the government per diem lodging allowances for non-foreign areas (U.S. and US territories and possessions).

c. The OCONUS per diem rates (set by Department of State (DoS)) for foreign OCONUS areas continue to include lodging taxes as part of the per diem lodging ceiling so those taxes are NOT separately reimbursable.

d. To be reimbursed for the room taxes for U.S. and US territory & possession TDY and (when lodgings plus per diem is involved) U.S. and US territory and possession PCS travel for civilian employees, you must include the total tax amount paid (as indicated on your lodging statement) as a "Reimbursable Expense" item when you submit your travel voucher for payment. 
e. If the U.S. lodging costs (before lodging tax) are higher cost than the locality per diem lodging ceiling, the excess lodging cost AND the tax on that excess cost will be the responsibility of the traveler unless an Actual Expense Allowance (AEA) using the guidance in JFTR, Chapter 4, Part C (uniformed personnel) or JTR, Chapter 4, Part M (civilian employees) is approved.

3. Responsibilities.
a. The traveler is responsible for recording lodging tax as a reimbursable expense on the travel voucher.  
b. The travel-voucher reviewing supervisor is responsible for ensuring that the lodging tax is correctly recorded as a reimbursable expense before signing the voucher.

       4.  Web page to find additional information 

http://www.dtic.mil/perdiem/faqlodgtax.html
